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Blu(k Afri(u ns in GuungZhou Around year 2000, the number of Africans

who came to Guangzhou in South China to do
% W BB AR EE RS EEA business surged, particularly Black Africans
- - - from Sub-Saharan Africa. Without a break they
Text & Photography ' Lin Dan Linessa, Ph.D. Candidate, . :
Department of Anthropology, traveled back and forth between China and their
The Chinese University of Hong Kong . . .
homeland, purchasing and selling time after

time, pocketing the difference...
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Among these Africans some began to stay in Guangzhou and make a living as brokers,
purchasing for fellow Africans that couldn’t make it to China, or offering services like shopper’s
guides, room and flight reservations for whom not familiar with the country. Nevertheless,
what accompanied the ever-increasing migrant numbers to China are countless problems
that gradually emerged: hurdles and misunderstandings in cross-cultural communications
between Africans and the Chinese, social adaptation troubles of the Africans, administrative
management difficulties for the Chinese etc. Guangzhou media increasingly reported about
Africans within their city and most tend to be negative, connecting these people with keywords
such as overstaying, drug trafficking, rape and robbery by accident or design. Conflicts peaked
as two Nigerians passed away in the city, though this had zero influence on the continuous
influx of countless Africans. | started to notice such phenomenon two years ago, therefore
focused my research on Africans as international migrants and sojourners, understanding
their process of entering China, lives in Guangzhou and interactions with the Chinese. Here |
captured three scenes that sketch the life of Africans in Guangzhou.
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“Do you have ‘kilo” ?”
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It is 9pm at the Guangzhou Baiyun Airport departure hall. Brightly lit and bustling with
crowds, it looks strangely like a huge warehouse. At the counter of EgyptAir, Ethiopian
Airlines and Emirates stand almost exclusively Africans, all pushing bags of luggage with huge
backpacks on their shoulders, waiting in line for check in and their flight home. Flights for
Africa commonly take off at midnight. Around them gathered companions who have come to
see them off or deliver commodities. Few are travelers; the majority is businessmen who came
alone or with their families along to China for business and procurement. Instead of the joy
of going home on their faces, the air seems to be teeming with anxiety. In fact, a lot of their
luggage is overweight, from a few to over twenty pounds. They are indeed worrying if they
would be denied boarding or requested extra baggage fees. Their bags contain purchased
commodities, often textiles, accessories and electronic devices. Now they are either wishing
their overweight cargo could muddle through to save extra expenses, or hoping to meet good
souls who still have additional luggage quota to help bringing their goods. This is exactly why
you would always get approached by Africans at the airport lobby who ask “Where are you
going? Do you have ‘kilo’?” It happens here every night; some Africans even stand guard at
the Airport trading “kilo” for profits. Each day, via the luggage of these Africans, huge quantities
of “Made in China” products are airlifted to Africa for sale; while in return great numbers of
Africans arrive at Guangzhou to embark on their new journey of procurement.
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Religious Lives
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Hidden churches and the largest mosque
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Sacred Heart Cathedral Guangzhou

after Sunday church service %Eﬁ%&agg"%gﬁi%j{_ﬁ %KTE;F/J‘HEIJE 'fi ﬂyl\@ﬁ Jl:b;';
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Guangzhou on Sunday appears to be still in its lazy holiday mood. As citizens are

enjoying dim sum, Africans, probably in the hotel rooms above the restaurant, have tuned
up funky native beats for Sunday prayers. There are loads of African churches hidden
within Guangzhou hotels large and small, all with their own bands, choirs, pastors and
believers. The churches can be labeled according to spoken languages into mostly
English and French, or according to pastors’ nationalities into Nigerian, (Republic of the)

WS Congolese and Tanzanian etc. Most who participate are African Christians; some also

An African church in Guangzhou bring their Chinese wives and kids. The famous “Stone Chamber”
: L - Sacred Heart Cathedral holds English worships every Sunday
afternoon, attracting many African Catholics.
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PF 70 B0 R 1 A 8 B At the same time, every Friday on the Islam Jum’ah, African

Mosque Xianxian in Eid Mubarak

Muslims flood into the largest mosque in Guangzhou - Mosque Xianxian. Together
with Chinese, Indonesian, Pakistani and Middle-East Muslims, they worship in
Arabian under the lead of Chinese Imams. During important Islam festivals like
Eid Mubarak (Feast of Breaking the Fast) and Eid al-Adha (Feast of the Sacrifice),
they would solemnly put on traditional robes with African patterns and attend
prayers. If you ever visit any Guangzhou mosque then, it would be like stepping
foot in an exotic Arabian world.
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An African church in Sunday service
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Midnight dinner
THFREY ENEEARIEHERNEREEET
%"I-%ihﬂ‘l‘lfl%ﬂf@ﬁﬂ’ﬂ¢HIAELIHﬁ’ja—lkbétF}d‘l‘IAE'HzEé
—REMEBER EEMHESNAMEY EET /K
E%F“ﬂﬂ’ﬂﬁﬁi%°E?%ﬁé&'a‘li/ﬂ‘lﬂgﬁllﬁi‘iﬁ‘L‘Fﬁ*ﬁﬂ'%‘B%ﬁé
EERHR AEETHNENEABRESH HEE
B GNEERNIEESEML EMARRER
HNEA BmEFAEZEREET EEAMNEEZEH
BRUE HFZENAELTNALNE Z /LR
WNEBERE HIZRBEE-EE L [Guangyuan Shi
Lul (BEE#EE) » [Shaubei Lul (/MEER) EIEM A
TH BT RMPHEESRARNP L  EMEHE
P BRI AT BN TR ] 1 — B R M K
Xiaobei - Xiatangxi BHitE —EARERE BAE—Ei#EL
E - EEAFXZRAEEESE 2EEMNEEMNEE RE -ERMBEHEE B
WHEOLEAN/ N REHEEAEMNGESHFT NIENEEZERG E+2¥UE
TEM -THRTHMN N RENHEBER EZEE YRABNATEBRE -
BEBMACE TEZEMASEMANENEELZR B BREREEER - F&
Hfrﬁ”iﬂﬁ@i'ﬁﬁ?%EE’J‘NE"Jé‘Fiﬂ‘|A§5§REﬁE%7f§§@E’9$’.%{@ﬂ’ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ:#
NNEFPEBEBE BRFTE-ITEEY FIUEFEMMAETEEM B2 IEMEERE -

B I W b 0 R

Malls in Guangyuanxi Lu

Doreen 75 I Y 1A - » T 10 #8248 S Y ik A 1) 3R vy

Doreen’s shop in Africa - things sold in the shop were all bought in Guangzhou

5pm, the Canaan Trade Mall along Guangyuanxi Lu (West Guangyuan Road) gradually shuts
its gates. African shop owners and their Chinese workers are closing their stores, while other
Africans file out of the side entrance carrying bags of purchased items, ready to head for the next
arcade that is still open. This is how most of the denim wear and fabrics are brought to Africa -
distributed by these individual African merchants. Along the road, malls like Canaan stand in huge
numbers, and Africans are the leading characters here, no matter the owner or the customer. As
the malls close one after another, most of these people would return to Xiaobei Lu (Road) four to
five kilometres away, continue shopping, or gather for meals. As a matter of fact, every African can
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Tanzanian food

pronounce “Guangyuan Shi Lu” and “Shaubei Lu”, probably the Chinese phrases
they speak most fluently. These two landmarks can be called the “African bases”
in Guangzhou; one north to the Guangzhou Railway Station, the other to the east
and only one station away. Guangyuanxi majors in wholesale malls and is a famous
distribution centre for leather, clothes and watches, whereas Xiaobei, even closer to
the city centre, is a mixed commercial and residential zone. Most arcades in Xiaobei
close after 10:30pm, which is why you would still hear strident sounds
of packing tape, bargaining voices and rattles before this hour. When
the malls finally close, many Africans switch on their nightlife mode
and gather at nearby African restaurants. Having dinner at midnight
is only common for these people since they constantly communicate
with clients in Africa, confirm orders and pack goods - they are still
living as per African time even in Guangzhou.

b Y2 391 b A 3k 7 o 1 7 R AV R

African Muslims and | eating in a Chinese Muslim
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Where does their future lie?
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In contrast to Scene 1, flocks of Africans arrive at Guangzhou Baiyun Airport every afternoon.

Among them, many are drawn by the numerous business opportunities in China, others for exploring
and gaining experience, some simply followed the flow confused, a few even deceived into coming.
Most imagine China as a barbarous distant land, what they call a “jungle”; yet as they arrive they
find cities in the country surprisingly better than their imagination, even

not worse than their familiar Dubai. Compared with African countries,
China has relatively stable society and economy with better security and
infrastructure. As a result more and more Africans wish to stay for longer
time doing business, even becoming long-term residents. Once considered
as a mere springboard, China has been the transit point for African migrants
to enter Europe and America, which means they first accumulate wealth
in China then emigrate to western countries, obviously due to the lower
costs and more lenient immigration policies of the former. But now during

my two years of research, | heard a rising number of Africans wishing China ANAGEK b o AR AR T 70 7 BT B A
to be their final stop of odyssey - they wish to get a “Chinese green card”. VAT A A

African Muslim buying a sheep for Eid al-Adha from
Xinjiang people in Xiaobei

5 HONG KONG E4hEiF
DISCOVERY Vol.85



|
! 1

el

ANTHROPOLOGISTS

ON THE ROAD

BR Z2LHEBMER REBE: PENESR

REHE MSEEWRR -BHBRISBRUABE
R BEIZFIEREE FEBIXEFEELR
B -BE FAZEMNABEEBELRBEREFR
TR AR - P A8 B A R BR AR XN - A B DUFE 55 1
AREFEAEENHECRENRER

Unfortunately, at least for now, this is no easy task: China’s
visa policy constantly changes, and currently, it is being tightened.
Visa renewal is not as easy as before, not to mention a permanent
ID card. China is also no fan of dual-citizenship. Besides, many
Africans have had unpleasant experiences in China owing to their
skin colour. While grumbling about the ignorance of Chinese, they
have no luck changing the common prejudice Chinese people
hold towards the black in the near term.

B N — £
Xiaobei Lu at the dusk
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Nonetheless, every time when | see foreign Muslims, Chinese
and their mixed children interact in mosques as described in
Scene 2, and Catholics of various skin colours pray in unison
inside “Stone Chamber”, or Afro-Asian kids playing in malls and
streets of Xiaobei, | become confident in the multicultural future
of Guangzhou and people’s recognition of “multiple identities”.
Following a year of field investigation, | optimistically believe
Guangzhou is opening up to foreign cultures. @
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