ANTH2720 The Archaeology of Hong Kong (2022-23 Terml)

Teacher: Prof. Wengcheong Lam

Office: Room 332, Humanities Building, New Asia College.

Phone: 39437709 (office)

Email: wlam@cuhk.edu.hk

Time/venue: Tue 1:30-3:15 pm T.C. Cheng Bldg C3 [Tutorial 4:30-5:15 pm]
Language: Cantonese

TA: Alvin Ao
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Course description:

Contrary to the politically-motivated myth of “a barren rock™ as portrayed by the British in the 19™
century, Hong Kong has a rich archaeological heritage spanning at least 6000 years of human history,
which is also essential for understanding the cultural relicts in the Greater Bay Area in a wider context.
Who were the earliest inhabitants, where were they from, and what brought them to Hong Kong and other
areas in the Pearl River Delta, one of the remotest corners of East Asia continent? This course introduces
major archaeological discoveries in Hong Kong dating from the Neolithic to the Song Dynasty and
reviews the daily lives and social structures of Hong Kong’s ancient inhabitants

This course will also compare and contrast evidence for prehistoric and historical cultural developments
in Hong Kong with those occurring in the Pearl River Delta and the wider South China region. The
significance of Hong Kong archaeology in the contexts of prehistoric and historical South China and
Southeast Asia will also be evaluated. In addition, there will be an exploration of the tensions and


mailto:wlam@cuhk.edu.hk

potentials existing in Hong Kong between its development-driven economy and rich archaeological
resources, as played out in the field of impact assessment archaeology.

Topics of this course include:

- A bridge between two landmasses — the significance of Hong Kong archaeology.

- The early inhabitants of Hong Kong

- Peoples and their way of life in Hong Kong from the Bronze age through the historical period.

- Cultural dynamics between Hong Kong, Pearl River Delta (the Great Bay area), and Southeast
Asia.

Learning outcomes:

After taking this course, students should:

- understand the trajectory of pre/historical cultural development in Hong Kong and have a good
grasp of the key changes through time and their associated research issues;

- have a critical awareness of debates surrounding cultural exchanges and human diaspora between
Hong Kong and adjacent areas.

- fully understand how material remains and associated archaeological data have been used to
reconstruct past socio-economic lifeways in Hong Kong;

- have enhanced their capacity for multi-disciplinary, critical, and independent thinking;

Assessment

Mid-term 20%

Final paper 35%
Tutorial performance 30%
Quizzes 15%

Reading
Week 1 (September 6) 23

No reading this week

Week 2 (September 13)  FEERT 1 EEBEEHARER
Required reading

Dudgeon, D. & Corlett, R. 1994. Hills and Streams: An Ecology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press. (Environmental history pp.16-23)

Fyfe, J.A., Shaw, R., Campbell, S.D.G., Lai, K.W. & Kirk, P.A. 2000. The Quaternary Geology of Hong
Kong. Hong Kong: Geotechnical Engineering Office, HK Govmt. (Pages 17-21, 25-29 & 36-40)

Recommended reading:

Stokes, E. 1995. Hong Kong’s Wild Places: An Environmental Exploration. Hong Kong: Oxford
University Press. (Introduction pp. xi-xiii, 1-11)

i, SRIRE 2022 I EREY T HPHRSCOILERR. (STMEET) 2002()4-16



ZFH, J7ELRE, and EOLE. 1991 BT =N e R, (RIUachise) 1991 (2):130-139.

Week 3 (September 20) HrgHy “¥riags FanBERER TR FHVEES

Required reading

Meacham, W. 2009. The Archaeology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.
(Pages 69-85)

Bellwood, Peter. 2022. The Five-Million-Year Odyssey: The Human Journey from Ape to
Agriculture. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, Pp. 251-277.

Recommended reading:

Lu, T. L.-D. 2005. The Origin and Dispersal of Agriculture and Human Diaspora in East Asia, in L.
Sagart, R. Blench & A. Sanchez-Mazas (eds.) The peopling of East Asia: putting together
archaeology, linguistics and genetics: 51-62. London: Routledge.

Bellwood, P. 2005. Examining the Farming/Language Dispersal Hypothesis in the East Asian
Context, in L. Sagart, R. Blench & A. Sanchez-Mazas (eds.) The peopling of East Asia: putting
together archaeology, linguistics and genetics: 17-30. London: Routledge.

s, and gL, 2009. FERFAIPE st ERSE HERAVRE ] FARRA RE.  (RaJ532%) 2009 (3):64-

71. (If you want to read a more updated version, please see Hung, Hsiao-chun, and Chi Zhang. 2019.

The Origins, Expansion and Decline of Early Hunter-Gatherers Along the South China Coast. In
Prehistoric Maritime Cultures and Seafaring in East Asia, edited by Wu Cunming and Barry
Vladimir Rolett. New York : Routledge, pp. 53-79).

PR{ES. 2017. pB s AR T ARV, (Fd) 2017 (8):70-79.

Week 4 (September 27) FHEFHIEE "1 1H?

Required reading

Meacham, W. 2009. The Archaeology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.
(Pages 86-94)

= FUFE. 2007, A ATHYE AERMEOR AR (Fih) 2007 (6):36-45.

Recommended reading:
ZRUERR. 1978, (M Y B8 BB ERE) & 0 AR LET.

ArEEE. 2003, SRR SE - BRLBEEN AT ERATEREA. (FERZEERTOE) vol 30,
15-22.

HE(RE), REDR. 1997, FBF o sk CUERY 2 TIEE . (F&) 1997 (6):11-19.

Week S  (October 04) No class Chung-Yeung festival


https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-32-9256-7#author-1-1
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-32-9256-7#author-1-1

Week 6 (October 11) IRERTIMVE FAVEME © ¥zl

Required reading

Atha, Mick, and #0155, 2018. (g Y /DIHtE!: B hAEHEEE ) . Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press. Pp. 41-65.

PEEE S, and S&EE. 2010, (FAZHERWT) . b 2Rkt Pp.101-107, 141-146.

Recommended reading

AMO [FETYE ] 1997. FAERRT O REILEEEER. (FH) 1997 (6):35-53.

Meacham, William. 1995. Middle and Late Neolithic at Yung Long South. In {BpgooEHEm ) ,

edited by #5555 and FEFS. T FAEREE(ITHYIEE, H 445-465. [For students who are

interested in exploring the original site report, please let me know and I can share the soft copy with you]

B 1999, BRI =AML A (ATENSURIT BRSO LATRE. In (BN S EOps AR 8 )
(_EfiE) | edited by 55 and 5RERS. B BHEIEEE.

AMO & Henan, [ 5tk MU, SR 44 SCHI7% E5HTZEFT]. 2004, 2002 4R RE T PG EL/b T4t

CO2 B&F1 D102 &5 4 ifi#. B % 2004 (4)3-47.

Shaanxi & AMO, [FKP4 %t H15EFT, Byt AHak). 2006, FaPaEry) T it TR
(EEHETY)) 2006 (6):34-45.

AMO & Guangzhou, [EFHE S I F R, BT SCP17 Ebitger]. 2007, FEPE D Tk DI &
SR (FEEH L) 2007 (4):3-34.

Week 7 (October 18) E#ifiF(t | : i B ERYERIZ S (On-site tutorial: discovery center)

Required reading

Meacham, W. 2009a. The Archaeology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. (Pages
110-129 and map of site locations in front of book)

Recommended reading

Ciarla, Roberto. 2022. The Origins of the Bronze Age in Mainland Southeast Asia. In The Oxford
Handbook of Early Southeast Asia, edited by C. F. W. Higham and N. C. Kim. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Zhongguo & AMO, [FHER (G RIEEGES ST 7efT, HA LY HAMER]. 1999 FHEESREFIL
SEFTELE SRR (B) 1996(6):1-17.

Higham, C. 1996. The Bronze Age of Southeast Asia. Hong Kong: Cambridge University Press, pp.90-
107.

P E. 2019, (Sepa il s BRRAESENIFE ) . JUA0 RIS AR (H 109-123).




Week 8 (October 25)  FHHAlF( I : W > [RAAZ BRI AN kARG

Required reading

Atha, Mick, and E= 155, 2018. (g Y /DIHtE!: B hAEHEEE FE) . Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press. Pp. 66-90.

Recommended reading:

**AMO & Zhongguo, [FHEYE A ER, TR EREEF EIIER. 2010, FALFIREZE
hbEHERG SR (Bih) 2010 (7):17-30.

Meacham, W. 2009. The Archaeology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. (Pages
139-142)

Meacham, W. 1993. Is an Anthropological Definition of the Ancient Yue Possible? in H.-W. Chau (ed.)
Collected Essays on the Culture of the Ancient Yue People in South China: 140-147. Hong Kong: Urban
Council, the Shenzhen Museum & the Anthropological Museum, Zhongshan University

Williams, B.V. 1980. Hai Dei Wan. Journal of the Hong Kong Archaeological Society VIII:27-51.

Week 9 (November 1)  Mid-term (no lectures and tutorials)

Week 10 (November 8) EEEIZE || FEE(REEMHZHEYE ML (no regular tutorial;
preparation for the field trip)

Required reading

Meacham, W. 2009. The Archaeology of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. (Pages
130-148)

Recommended reading:

**Demandt, Michele. 2019. Reaching “the Southern Wilderness”: Expansion and the Formation of the

Lingnan Transportation Network during the Qin and Han Dynasties. Journal of the Economic and Social
History of the Orient 63:157-194.

DAVIS, S. G., and MARY TREGEAR. 1960. Man Kok Tsui, Archacological Site 30, Lantau Island,
Hong Kong. Asian Perspectives , SUMMER-WINTER 4 (1/2):183-212.

Rogers, Pamela Rumball, Leininger, Nan W., Sophia Mirchandani, Julie Van Den Bergh, and Ellen A.
Widdowon. 1995. Tung Wan Tsai: A Bronze Age and Han Period Coastal Site. Antiquities and
Monuments Office (Occasional Paper No.3).

Week 11 (November 15) EREZRE Il 2Rl 0 AL Bl S b R HORS B

Required reading

BRSPS 2005, (FEEES) . B BEEL Y

Recommended reading

HEF 1997, FAFHERZELRNEHNHESR. (Fh) 1997 (6):27-34.
S FRERHUESU B —EES. (FEE5E) 2008 (3)121-127.
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AEHARA. 2015, CEREHESHEE L&A 28g) - U5t Xttt

Week 12 (November 22) =Fi-F5 : BRSLEE AMSI 2 [R53T3HE]  MAZ Rt En 5

U TS
Required reading
Atha, Mick, and E=1[5F. 2018, (g Y /DIHtE!: B hAEHEEE FHZE) . Hong Kong: Hong Kong

University Press. Pp. 91-141.

ZRMR 2008, FEANEEEEENEESIR N HERE. (FRESCE) (2008 427 H 25 H 25 007
).

Recommended reading

FIRAR. 2008. AL DIE B B ARV SRR, GHORERE) (55 24 11)):239-282.

Meacham, W., ed. 1994. Archaeological Investigations on Chek Lap Kok Island. Journal Monograph IV
(Hong Kong Archacological Society).

Week 13 (November 29) K : &5 [ ENE 55 4

Required reading

SRERR BISCH, FRT. 2021, FE LB BN R TR E 388 In (SREE R o h] & T35
FefforyEs B -5 21 i IPPA REHEmER-CE) » ME  TIIEFEAHAM .

Recommended reading

w kG, 2007, BB EARTTESIIIPHIZE. (FH) 2007 (6):46-58.

Meacham, W., ed. 1994. Archaeological Investigations on Chek Lap Kok Island. Journal Monograph IV
(Hong Kong Archaeological Society).

Preliminary tutorial arrangement:

Week 1 No tutorial

Week 2 Introduction for the stratigraphy and history of excavation methods in HK

Week 3 Hands-one practice (making stone-tools) and discussion of rock mineral resources

Week 4 Hands-on practice (making Xiantouling-style ceramics) and discussion of hunter-gathering
subsistence

Week 5 No tutorial holiday

Week 6 Late Neolithic: hands-on section of Sham Wan materials and discussion of the impacts of
agriculture

Week 7 First on-site tutorial: Handout Discovery center (with a handout to be finished)



Week 8 Hand-on section stoneware

Week 9 Mid-term

Week 10 No tutorial: preparation for the Sham Wan visiting

Week 11 Second on-site tutorial [weekend: Sham Wan visiting] (with a handout to be finished)
Week 12 Discussion of identity

Week 13 No-tutorials



